
Comparative Politics
POSC 120

Fall 2020

Instructor: Prof. Allison Hartnett Lecture: Mon, Wed 8:30 − 9:50 am
Email: ahartnet@usc.edu Discussion: Mon 11:00−11:50 am, Thr. 10:00−10:50am
Office: Zoom Student Hours: Wed. 10:00 am − 12:00 pm

or by appointment

Assignment 0.0: BEFORE YOU DO ANYTHING ELSE,
READ THIS SYLLABUS TO THE END. I will know if you didn’t.

What is Comparative Politics?
Comparative politics (CP) is a sub-field of political science. Scholars and students of CP study domestic
political phenomena using the comparative method at the individual, local, sub-national, and national levels.
Comparativists are driven to understand big questions about the political world, such as “what causes civil
wars?”, “why are some states wealthier than others”, and “how do autocracies persist?”

Throughout the term, we will encounter scholarship that compares between or within a wide range of
cases using a variety of methods. You will read about autocracies and democracies, generous and non-
existent welfare states, wealthy and impoverished citizens, and the whole spectrum of political ideologies.
You will also become familiar with how to read and interpret academic political science. The unifying
theme that will give our course cohesion from week to week is a question based on Harold Lasswell’s (1936)
definition of politics: “Who gets what, when, and how?”

As an introductory survey course, I designed the readings as a dialogue between canonical CP themes
and diverse, cutting-edge scholarship. Canon and mainstream theories and concepts will be covered by our
text and paired with an article or chapter that challenges or extends our knowledge of those topics. These
additional readings are chosen to reflect a diversity of methods, author backgrounds, and empirical case
material. Because we cannot everything in a single semester, I selected a set of recommended (i.e., not
mandatory) readings to bring depth to your study of each topic.

Learning Goals: At the end of this course, students should be able to:

• Understand and debate CP theories and concepts.

• Apply the methodology of comparative analysis in political science.

• Read and interpret arguments in political science scholarship.

• Identify academic articles and primary sources on country case-specific politics using the Internet and
library search tools.

Anti-Racism, Diversity, and Inclusion:

This classroom is an intellectual community enriched and enhanced by diversity along a number of dimen-
sions, including race, ethnicity and national origins, gender and gender identity, sexuality, class and religion.
Your identity shapes your learning, and I am here to facilitate your education. I am developing this course
to be in-line with anti-racist pedagogical practice; this is a process and I (we) will inevitably commit some
errors along the way. Here are some resources about how to talk about race and other difficult conversations
that will arise naturally during discussions of comparative politics theories and cases:
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• https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race

• Project Implicit Social Bias test https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/

• A compilation of acceptable and unacceptable terms

Names, Gender: If you have a name and/or pronouns that differ from those in your official USC records,
please let me know. If I am mispronouncing your name, please correct me.

Mental Health: If you feel that experiences outside of class are impacting your course performance,
please come and talk to me. If you would rather consult someone outside the classroom, USC Counseling
and Mental Health (https://studenthealth.usc.edu/counseling/) and Academic Counseling (https:
//undergrad.usc.edu/services/counseling/) are great resources.

The Office of Equity and Diversity (OED)/Title IX Compliance(213) 740-5086 works with faculty,
staff, visitors, applicants, and students around issues of protected class: equity.usc.edu. Incidents of
bias, hate crimes and micro-aggressions can be confidentially reported to: studentaffairs.usc.edu/

bias-assessment-response-support.

Accommodations: Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to
register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter of verification for approved
accommodations can be obtained from DSP. Please be sure the letter is delivered to me as early in the
semester as possible. If you have registered accommodations with the Disability Services and Programs
Office (https://dsp.usc.edu/), please communicate those to me at your earliest convenience so we can
discuss your needs in this course.

For those on or near campus, DSP is located in STU 301 and is open 8:30 a.m.5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday. They can be contacted online or by phone at (213) 740-0776 (Phone), (213) 740-6948 (TDD only),
or ability@usc.edu.

Representation in Course Materials: I welcome and encourage your suggestions to improve the effec-
tiveness of this course for you personally, as well as for other students. It is my intent that this course serves
the needs of students from all backgrounds, and believe that the diversity students bring to our class is a
strength and resource. I also acknowledge that the field of political science has historically been written
by a small subset of privileged voices, and that a disproportionate number of core readings were authored
by white men. I have made explicit choices regarding readings to bring greater balance and diversity in
author backgrounds, but also acknowledge that part of my job is teach the prevailing theories in the field. I
encourage you to take up the gauntlet of a political scientist and find new and interesting ways of critiquing
the canon with new perspectives, data, and theories.

Student Hours

Student Hours (my term for office hours) will be held after class on Wednesdays from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
(2 hours) via Zoom. You can make an appointment for Student Hours here: https://calendar.google.

com/calendar?cid=Y19mNmdtNGZuczNpZGJ1dDZjbGVlaDluMzMwc0Bncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t.
Click on the “Student Hours” event, then “Go to appointment page for this calendar.” From there, you
can sign up for a 20 minute time slot by clicking and typing your name in the “What” line of the pop-up
box. Student hours are a time when students can and should come to ask questions or resolve confusion
about course material, as well as to discuss career and educational goals as they relate to this course. Please
attend these hours - they are for you and can help you succeed in this class. Ask questions often and early;
do not wait until exams or assignment due dates.
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Course Assignments and Grading:

This course involves regular and diverse assessments that are designed to deepen your engagement with the
material and build your fluency in the comparative politics concepts and theories that help explain how our
social and economic worlds work. Through regular assessment, you will also have objective feedback about
your own performance. Your grade will be comprised of four components: participation, exercise sets, a
short paper, and two exams.

Late Assignments: Late assignments will be deducted half a letter grade for each day that it is late. For
example, if your work earned a B (83-86 percent), you would get a B- (80-82) after one day late, and C+
(77-79) for the second day late. If you anticipate difficulty with a deadline, please talk to me in advance.

The breakdown of each assignment as a component of your overall grade is as follows:

• Participation (Online Discussion Board posts, Group Debates) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15%

• Exercises (3 assignments) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30%

• Short Paper (5-7 pages) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15%

• Exams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40%

– Midterm (10%, Take-Home)

– Final (30%, Take-Home)

Participation:
In keeping with best teaching practices, I can only assess students based on quantifiable assessments. To
that end, your participation grade will be comprised of one synchronous components (in-class group debates,
5 percent) and one asynchronous components (Online Discussion, 10 percent). Rubrics will be provided for
group debates and discussion forum posts during the first week of class.

• Group Discussions/Debates (5%): Some time in each class will be devoted to group discussion and
debate. This will make use of Zoom’s “breakout room” feature to create small groups of 4-5 students
who will be given a topic to discuss or question to debate. When we reconvene in as a larger group,
group numbers will be chosen at random to present their discussion or their argument.

• Online Discussion (10%):

– By midnight on Wednesday during Weeks 2 to 13, you must post one critical-thinking ques-
tion or comment related to that week’s content on the BlackBoard class Discussion Board. For
example,

∗ Critical-thinking Question: “I was listening to Masha Gessen’s Getting Curious episode
and they discussed the process of autocratic consolidation. How do we measure autocratic
consolidation? Is it about political attitudes or institutions? Is it always a long-term process
or could it be short lived?”

∗ Critical-thinking Comment: “We studied why some welfare states are more expansive than
others in democratic cases, but I noticed that in my country case of Tunisia, the welfare
state was more generous and developed even under authoritarianism than some democracies.
I looked into welfare states in autocracies and found that the logics we studied and class differ
according to the class actors that matter (masses in democracy and elites in autocracy). I do
not see how this reconciles with the outcomes that Tunisia saw during and after the Jasmine
Revolution.”

∗ 5 posts should include references to the country you select to study over the course of the
semester.
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– By midnight on Friday during Weeks 2 to 13 you must respond to two posts by your colleagues.
You should try to answer their question, engage in a discussion based on your own knowledge
of other cases/sources, or propose a counter argument to their commentary. Only the first two
comments on a post will count for credit (to be sure that every post receives feedback), but you
are welcome to post more in the spirit of discussion.

Exercises: Throughout the semester, I will distribute three brief take-home assignments that require you
to apply the concepts we have learned in class. These will include a mix of methodological and conceptual
questions covered in class, the readings, and discussion that ultimately will help you prepare for exams.

Short Paper: Students will write a 5-7 page paper in response to one of a set of prompts provided.
Evidence in your paper must draw on your selected country case and compare that case with another
country.

Papers should be formatted with double spacing and one-inch margins. Footnotes should be single
spaced and the page count does not include bibliography. Cite your sources according to APA formatting
(not MLA) and be consistent! Pro-tip 1: Google Scholar provides citations in multiple formats that you
can insert into your bibliography. Pro-tip 2: Use a citation manager like Zotero or Mendeley that will
automatically format your in-text citations and create a bibliography for you, saving a lot of time.

Midterm and Final Exams: The midterm and final exams are take-home assignments. Consulting with
other students is not permitted. The exam should be submitted to Turn-It-In on the due date and will
be checked against other students’ submissions as well as for similarities to online and offline published
sources.The final exam will be similar in form to the midterm, but covers the whole semester.

(Zoom) Classroom Policies

Attendance and Online Learning: The pandemic has upended our collective and individual lives.
Logistically speaking, we are spread across multiple time zones, and I can only mandate attendance for
students for whom our course time falls within reasonable learning hours in their time zone, i.e., between
7:00 AM and 10:00 PM.

Attendance for synchronous (real-time) classes is mandatory, where mandatory means making a good
faith effort to attend every class. The following exceptions are automatically accepted reasons for not
attending synchronous class meetings:

1. Lecture or discussion fall outside the hours of 7:00 AM and 10:00 PM in your local time zone (I will
circulate a poll to the class, but please also communicate this to me as soon as possible).

• For these students, I will implement asynchronous attendance by requiring students to watch the
class recording and completing an alternative asynchronous activity.

2. Illness

3. Family responsibilities (i.e., taking care of children or dependents)

4. Personal emergencies (illness or death of a loved-one)

5. Religious observance

If these situations or any other emergency should arise, please let me know as soon as possible so we can
make alternate arrangements for your coursework.

Camera Policy:
It is my preference that, if practicable, your camera be on during class. That said, I also acknowledge that
there are many dynamics at play the make learning environments unequal in remote learning. In the first
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instance, I encourage the use of virtual backgrounds and earphones/headsets to mitigate privacy concerns.
I know that not every computer supports virtual backgrounds, so if you have a need for accommodations
on this point, please contact me directly.

A Note on Academic Integrity:
Honest, open inquiry is the foundation of academia, and the original work you produce should be in dialogue
with an established body of literature. Acknowledging your sources is key. If you use ideas, text, or data
from any source that is not your own, you must cite it. Essays written for this course may not be submitted
for another course without the explicit consent of myself and the other instructor.

Please visit the universitys Writing Center website (https://dornsife.usc.edu/writingcenter/) to
learn about using sources and revisit the universitys Academic Integrity Policy (https://sjacs.usc.edu/
students/academic-integrity/).

I have a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism and violation of academic integrity will be re-
ferred to the Dornsife and USC administration. The University takes plagiarism infractions seriously,
and penalties for students caught plagiarizing include lowered or failing grades, suspension, and possible
expulsion.

Required Readings:

• Textbook: Samuels, D. (2018) Comparative Politics, 2nd ed.. Pearson Press. eText ISBN: 9780134637174,
0134637178; Print ISBN: 9780134562674, 0134562674

• You can access course materials related to the text book through this link: https://console.

pearson.com/enrollment/02ofcz

• All other required readings will be provided on Blackboard (with the exception of the main textbook).
If this presents a problem, please let me know.

• Recommended readings can be found through the USC Library or Google Scholar; you will need to
be signed in to your USC VPN client to access these resources remotely (https://itservices.usc.
edu/vpn/).

Important Dates:

Exercise Set #1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .August 31
Midterm Due . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . September 18, 5:00 PM PT
Exercise Set #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 1
Exercise Set #3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 14
Short Paper Deadline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 28
US Election Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 3
Final Exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Due November 18, 10 AM PT

Course Outline

Part I: Foundations

Week 1

August 17: Introduction, Definitions, and Categories

• Required (After First Class:)
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– Read the syllabus and contact me with any questions.

– Amelia Hoover Green (2013). “How to Read Political Science: A Guide in Four Steps.” https:

//www.ameliahoovergreen.com/uploads/9/3/0/9/93091546/howtoread.pdf

– Goats and Soda About Terminology

• Recommended (After First Class):

– Map review (clickable world map: https://www.mapsofworld.com/; most accurate map http:

//www.authagraph.com/top/?lang=ja

– Bush, B. (2013). Colonial Research and the Social Sciences at the End of Empire: The West
Indian Social Survey, 1944–57, The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 41:3, 451-
474, DOI: 10.1080/03086534.2013.816072

– Wedeen, L. (2016). Scientific Knowledge, Liberalism, and Empire: American Political Science in
the Modern Middle East. In S. Shami & C. Miller-Idriss (Eds.). Middle East Studies for the New
Millennium: Infrastructures of Knowledge. New York: NYU Press. www.jstor.org/stable/j.

ctt1bj4qvj

• Reminder: If you are US national, check here to find out by when you should register to vote in
your state: https://www.eac.gov/voters/register-and-vote-in-your-state and time frames for
early, absentee, and by-mail voting: https://www.usa.gov/absentee-voting

August 19: Science of Politics

Homework Due Today:
Select your country case for the semester and post it on the designated thread on Blackboard.

Include 2-3 sentences about why you chose that case.

• Required Readings:

– Clark, Golder, and Golder (2012)“What is Science?”

– Watch Prof. Zachariah Mampilly’s TED Talk about protests across Africa. Thought experiment:
how you would approach comparing African protests and their outcomes? What hypotheses you
might advance about the relationship between protests and inequality?

• Recommended :

– Samuels (2012), pp. 5–26

– Lijphart, A. (1971). Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method. The American Political
Science Review, 65(3), 682-693. doi:10.2307/1955513

– Tarrow, S. (2010). The Strategy of Paired Comparison: Toward a Theory of Practice. Compar-
ative Political Studies, 43(2): 230-259.

Part II: States and Regimes

Week 2: The State

August 24: Early State Formation

• Required Readings:

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 2, Sections 2.1-2.3
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– Blaydes, L., & Paik, C. (2016). The Impact of Holy Land Crusades on State Formation: War
Mobilization, Trade Integration, and Political Development in Medieval Europe. International
Organization, 70(3), 551-586. Retrieved August 13, 2020, from www.jstor.org/stable/24758130

• Recommended :

– Tilly, C. War Making and State Making as Organized Crime in Rueschemeyer, Evans, and
Skocpol, eds, Bringing the State Back In. 1985, pp. 44-77

August 26: Modern and Late State Formation

• Required Readings:

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 2, Sections 2.4-2.5

– Migdal, J. Strong Societies and Weak States, chapters TBD

• Recommended :

– Levi, M. (1986). Of Rule and Revenue . Berkeley: University of California Press.

– Dincecco, M. and Wang, Y. (2018). Violent Conflict and Political Development over the Long
Run: China versus Europe. Annual Review of Political Science, 21, 341-58.

– Karaman, K. and S. Pamuk. (2013). Different Paths to the Modern State in Europe: The
Interaction Between Warfare, Economic Structure, and Political Regime. American Political
Science Review, 107, 603-626.

Week 3: Political Regimes 1

August 31: Non-Democratic Regimes 1: Autocratic Regime Types (EXERCISE SET 1 DUE)

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 4, Sections 4.1-4.2

– Geddes, B., Wright, J., & Frantz, E. (2014). Autocratic Breakdown and Regime Transitions: A
New Data Set. Perspectives on Politics, 12(2), 313-331. doi:10.1017/S1537592714000851

• Recommended :

– Gerring, J., Wig, T., Veenendaal, W., Weitzel, D., Teorell, J., & Kikuta, K. (2020). Why
Monarchy? The Rise and Demise of a Regime Type. Comparative Political Studies.

https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414020938090

September 2: Non-Democratic Regimes 2: Autocratic Institutions

• Samuels (2018), Chapter 4, Sections 4.3-4.4

• Gandhi, J. and Przeworski, A. (2007). Authoritarian institutions and the survival of autocrats. Com-
parative Political Studies 40(11), 1279-1301.

Week 4: Political Regimes 2

September 7: Labor Day, no class
September 9: Democratic Regimes 1: Defining Democracy

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 3, Sections 3.1-3.3

– Collier D. and S. Levitsky. (1997) Democracy with Adjectives. World Politics, 49(3).
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• Recommended :

– Stasavage, D. (2020). The Decline and Rise of Democracy: A Global History from Antiquity to
Today. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

– Capoccia, G. and Ziblatt, D. (2010). The Historical Turn in Democratization Studies: A New
Research Agenda for Europe and Beyond. Comparative Political Studies 43(8-9), 931-968.

Week 5: Political Regimes 3

September 14: Democratic Regimes 2: Democratic Institutions

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 3, Sections 3.4-3.7

– Catalinac, A. (2018). Positioning under Alternative Electoral Systems: Evidence from Japanese
Candidate Election Manifestos. American Political Science Review, 112(1), 31-48.

doi:10.1017/S0003055417000399

• Recommended :

– Höhmann, D. (2019). When Do Female MPs Represent Womens Interests? Electoral Systems
and the Legislative Behavior of Women. Political Research Quarterly.

https://doi.org/10.1177/1065912919859437

September 16: Regime Continuity and Change

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 5, Sections 5.1-5.5

– Goldring, E., & Greitens, S. C. (2020). Rethinking Democratic Diffusion: Bringing Regime Type
Back In. Comparative Political Studies, 53(2), 319353. https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414019852701

– Listen/Watch from 0.00-34.15: The Portal Podcast, Prof. Timur Kuran on revolution and pref-
erence falsification: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzjqjU2FOwA

• Recommended :

– Wood, E.J. (2001). An Insurgent Path to Democracy: Popular Mobilization, Economic Interests
and Regime Transition in South Africa and El Salvador. Comparative Political Studies.

– Jamal, A. (2007). Barriers to Democracy: The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and the
Arab World. Chapters 1 and 4.

– Bellin, E. (2000) Contingent Democrats: Industrialists, Labor, and Democratization in Late-
Developing Countries. World Politics 52(2), 175-205.

MIDTERM EXAM DISTRIBUTED: DUE SEPTEMBER 18, 5:00 PM PST

Part III: Political Economy

page 8 of 13

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzjqjU2FOwA


Comparative Politics (POSC 120) October 25, 2020

Week 6: Political Economy I

September 21: States, Markets, and Economic Development

• Samuels (2018), Chapter 11, Sections 11.1-11.3

• Kohli, A. (2009) Nationalist versus Dependent Capitalist Development: Alternate Pathways of Asia
and Latin America in a Globalized World. Studies in Comparative International Development, 44(4),
386-410.

September 23: Historical Legacies

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 11, Section 11.4

– Mattingly, D. C. (2017). Colonial Legacies and State Institutions in China: Evidence From a Nat-
ural Experiment. Comparative Political Studies, 50(4), 434463. https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414015600465

• Recommended :

– Skocpol, T. and M. Somers (1980). The Uses of Comparative History in Macrosocial Inquiry.
Comparative Studies in Society and History, 22(2), 174- 197.

– Ricart-Huget, J. (2020). Who Governs? Colonial Education and Regional Political Inequality in
Africa. Working Paper.

Week 7: Political Economy II

September 28: Welfare and Redistribution I

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 12, Sections 12.1-12.2

• Recommended :

– Breen, R. (2010). Educational Expansion and Social Mobility in the Twentieth Century. Social
Forces, 89(2), 365-88.

– Mares, I. (2005). Social Protection Around the World: External Insecurity, State Capacity, and
Domestic Political Cleavages. Comparative Political Studies, 38(6), 623651. https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414004274403

– Margalit, Yotam. (2013). ”Explaining Social Policy Preferences: Evidence from the Great Re-
cession”, American Political Science Review, 107(1), 80-103.

September 30: Welfare and Redistribution II

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 12, Section 12.3

– Holland. Alisha. (2018). Forbearance as Redistribution: The Politics of Informal Welfare in
Latin America . New York: Cambridge University Press. Chapters TBD

• Recommended :

– Mares, I., & Queralt, D. (2015). The Non-Democratic Origins of Income Taxation. Comparative
Political Studies, 48(14), 19742009. https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414015592646

EXERCISE SET 2 DUE OCTOBER 1
PAPER TOPICS DISTRIBUTED: DUE OCTOBER 28
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Part IV: Agency and Identity in Comparative Politics

Week 8: Collective Action

October 5: Forms of Political Identity

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 6, Sections 6.1-6.3

– Mamdani, M. (2001). Beyond Settler and Native as Political Identities: Overcoming the Political
Legacy of Colonialism. Comparative Studies in Society and History, 43(4), 651-664.

• Recommended :

– Posner, D.N. (2004). The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas
Are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi. The American Political Science Review, 98:4,
529545. www.jstor.org/stable/4145323.

October 7: Collective Action (Problems)

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 9, Section 9.1

• Recommended :

– Olson, M. (1965). The logic of collective action: public goods and the theory of groups. Harvard
Economic Studies. Harvard University Press, 1965. Chapters 1 and 2

– Ostrom, E. (2010). Analyzing Collective Action. Agricultural Economics, 41:1, pp. 155-166.

– Chen, J., J. Pan, and Y. Xu. (2016). Sources of Authoritarian Responsiveness: A Field Experi-
ment in China. American Journal of Political Science, 60 (2). https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12207.

– Clarke, K., and K. Kocak. (2018). Launching Revolution: Social Media and the Egyptian Upris-
ings First Movers. British Journal of Political Science, 121. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123418000194.

Week 9: Identity 1

October 12: Social Movements and Group Identities

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 9, Section 9.2

– McClendon, G. (2018). Envy in Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Chapter 2
(Mobilization of Collective Action only).

• Recommended :

– Wasow, O. (2020). Agenda Seeding: How 1960s Black Protests Moved Elites, Public Opinion and
Voting. American Political Science Review, 114(3), 638-659. doi:10.1017/S000305542000009X

October 14: Interest Groups and Political Parties (Exercise Set 3 DUE)

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 9, Section 9.3-9.4

– Tudor, M. (2013). The Promise of Power. New York: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1.
(Parties and regime outcomes in Pakistan and India)
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• Recommended :

– Todd, J.D., Malesky, E., Anh, T., and Quoc, A.L. (forthcoming, 2020) Testing Legislator Respon-
siveness to Citizens and Firms in Single-Party Regimes: A Field Experiment in the Vietnamese
National Assembly. Journal of Politics.

– Magaloni, B. (2006). Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and its Demise in Mexico.
New York: Cambridge University Press. Introduction and chapter 1.

– Hobolt, S and de Vries, C. (2015). Issue Entrepreneurship and Multiparty Competition Compar-
ative Political Studies, 48:9, 1159 - 1185

– Grewal, Jamal, Masoud and Nugent (2019). Poverty and Divine Rewards: The Electoral Advan-
tage of Islamist Political Parties. American Journal of Political Science.

Week 10: Identity 2

October 19: Race and Ethnicity

• Required :

– Mitchell-Walthour, G.L. The Politics of Blackness: Racial Identity and Political Behavior in
Contemporary Brazil. New York: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1

• Recommended :

– Chandra, K. 2004. Why Ethnic Parties Succeed: Patronage and Ethnic Head Counts in India .
New York: Cambridge University Press, Introduction.

– Zerilli, L. (2019). Racial regimes, comparative politics, and the problem of judgment. Ethnic
and Racial Studies, 42:8, 1321-1326, DOI: 10.1080/01419870.2019.1586972

– Hanchard, M.G. (2018). The Spectre of Race: How Discrimination Haunts Western Democracy.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

– Symposium on Race held at the University of Michigan on January 19, 2018 and organized
by Prof. Hakeem Jefferson (Stanford): “The Other America: Still Separate, Still Unequal.”
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAvEYYDf9x8VRKfvgyuNn3t4XMEdoYBfD

October 21: Religion and Nationalism

• Required :

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 7, Sections 7.1-7.4

– Mousa, S. (2020). “Building Social Cohesion betwen Christians and Muslims through Soccer in
post-ISIS Iraq.” Science, 369:6505, 866-870. DOI: 10.1126/science.abb3153

• Recommended :

– Grzymala-Busse, A. and Slater, D (2018). “Making Godly Nations: Church-State Pathways in
Poland and the Philippines.” Comparative Politics (July), 545–564.

– Verghese, A. (2020). “Taking Other Religions Seriously: A Comparative Study of Hindus in In-
dia.” Politics and Religion, 13:3, 604–638. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755048320000280
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Week 11: Identity 3

October 26: Gender and Intersectionality

• Required Readings:

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 8, Sections 8.1-8.5

– Reynolds, A. (2013). Representation and Rights: The Impact of LGBT Legislators in Compara-
tive Perspective. American Political Science Review, 107(2), 259-274. doi:10.1017/S0003055413000051

• Recommended :

– Strolovich, D. (2006). Do Interest Groups Represent the Disadvantaged? Advocacy at the Inter-
sections of Race, Class, and Gender. Journal of Politics 68:4, 894-910.

– Kao, K. and Benstead, L. (2020). Female Electability in the Arab World: The Advantages of In-
tersectionality. Comparative Politics, Forthcoming. https://doi.org/10.5129/001041521X15957812372871

– Murray, R. (2014). Quotas for Men: Reframing Gender Quotas as a Means of Improving Repre-
sentation for All. American Political Science Review, 108(3), 520-532. doi:10.1017/S0003055414000239

– Moghadam, V.M. (2018). Explaining Divergent Outcomes of the Arab Spring: The Signif-
icance of Gender and Womens Mobilizations. Politics, Groups, and Identities 6 (4), 66681.
https://doi.org/10.1080/21565503.2016.1256824.

October 28: Migration

• Required Readings:

– Alrababah, A., Dillon, A., Williamson, S., Hainmueller, J., Hangartner, D., & Weinstein, J.
(2020). Attitudes Toward Migrants in a Highly Impacted Economy: Evidence From the Syrian
Refugee Crisis in Jordan. Comparative Political Studies. https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414020919910

• Recommended :

– Pearlman, Wendy. 2017. We Crossed a Bridge and It Trembled: Voices from Syria. New York:
Harper Collins.

– Rueda, D. (2017). Food Comes First, Then Morals: Redistribution Preferences, Parochial Altru-
ism, and Immigration in Western Europe. Journal of Politics, 80:1. http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/694201

– Boone, C. (2017). Sons of the Soil Conflict in Africa: Institutional Determinents of Ethnic
Conflict Over Land. World Development, 96, pp. 276-293.

– Chung, E. A. (2020). Immigrant Incorporation in East Asian Democracies. New York: Cambridge
University Press.

– Sellers, E. (2020). Communities Left Behind: Migration, Wealth, and Public Services in Mexico.
Working Paper.

Part V: Political Violence

Week 12: Political Violence

November 2: War

• US Presidential Election is TOMORROW, Nov. 3rd.

• Required Readings:

– Samuels (2018), Chapter 10, Sections 10.1-10.5
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– Finkel, E. (2017). Ordinary Jews: Choice and Survival during the Holocaust. Princeton: Prince-
ton University Press. Chapters 1 and 2.

• Recommended :

– Wood, E.J. (2018). Rape as a Practice of War: Towards a Typology of Political Violence. Politics
and Society, 46(4), 513–537.

– Kalyvas, S. (2006). The Logic of Violence in Civil War. New York: Cambridge University Press.

November 4: The Coercive State

• Required Readings (Select ONE):

– EITHER:

– Mummolo, J. (2018). Modern Police Tactics, Police-Citizen Interactions, and the Prospects for
Reform. Journal of Politics, 80(1), 1–15.

– OR:

– Zhukov, Y. and Rosenas, A. (2019). Mass Repression and Political Loyalty. Evidence from Stalins
terror. American Political Science Review. 113(2), 569–583.

• Recommended Readings:

– Greitens, S. C. (2016). Dictators and their secret police: Coercive institutions and state violence.
Cambridge University Press.

– Lawrence, A. (2017). Repression and Activism among the Arab Springs First Movers: Evidence
from Moroccos February 20th Movement. British Journal of Political Science, 47(3), 699-718.
doi:10.1017/S0007123415000733

Week 13: Synthesis

November 9: Synthesis

• Re-read one article from the semester that you experienced difficulty with when it was first assigned.
In a 5-sentence post on the discussion board, state your original challenge and what you learned (or
didn’t) from your re-read.

November 11: Pre-Exam Review Session

• Submit at least one question to the the discussion board on Blackboard and provide one answer
to a peer’s question on the discussion board. You will only get credit for being the first respondent to
a given question (this is to make sure all questions get answered).

TAKE-HOME ASYNCHRONOUS FINAL EXAM DUE November 18, 10 AM PT

Congratulations! You reached the end.
Please email me a picture of a dog with a monocle so that I know you read the syllabus.∗

∗This assignment is adapted from Prof. Zak’s POSC 311 syllabus. Cite your sources!
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